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ngs after their fashion clean from the purse of the things themselves." But if Cromwell netimes mistook the meaning of facts he never led to realise their importance. " If the fact be " he once said, " why should we sport with it?*' i the saying is a characteristic one. He was jrefore more practical and less visionary than ler statesmen of his party ; more open-minded 1 better able to adapt his policy to the changing :umstances and changing needs of the times. To .ny contemporary politicians, the exact carrying t of some cut-and-dried political programme med the height of political wisdom. The Level-3 with their Agreement of the People and the rttish Presbyterians with their Covenant are )5cal examples. The persistent adhesion of the venanters to their old formulas, in spite of defeats i altered conditions, Cromwell regarded as blind->s to the teaching of events. They were blind to d's great dispensations, he told the Scottish listers, out of mere wilfulness, " because the things I not work forth their platform, and the great d did not come down to their minds and thoughts." : would have felt himself guilty of the same fault le had obstinately adhered either to a republic or monarchy under all circumstances. Forms of /ernment were neither good nor bad in them-ves. Either form might be good : it depended the condition of England at the moment, on the nper of the people, on the question which was >re compatible with the welfare of the Cause, ich more answerable to God's purpose as revealed